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§601.25

Draft EIS. The Final EIS shall respond
to oral and written comments received
during the Draft EIS public comment
period.

(b) The Commission shall take final
action on an application following a
thirty (30) day Commission-sponsored
review period of the Final EIS. The
thirty (30) day period shall start when
the EPA publishes a NOA for the Final
EIS in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

§601.25 Record of Decision.

(a) If NCPC is the Lead Agency and
decides to recommend approval of a
proposed action covered by an EIS, it
shall prepare and sign a ROD stating
the Commission’s decision and any
Mitigation measures required by the
Commission.

(1) The ROD shall include among oth-
ers:

(i) A statement of the decision.

(ii) The identification of alternatives
considered in reaching a decision speci-
fying the alternatives that were con-
sidered to be environmentally pref-
erable. The ROD shall discuss pref-
erences among alternatives based on
relevant factors including economic
and technical planning considerations
and the Commission’s statutory mis-
sion. The ROD shall identify those fac-
tors balanced to reach a decision and
the influence of various factors on the
decision.

(iii) A statement as to whether all
practicable means to avoid or minimize
environmental harm from the alter-
native selected has been adopted, and if
not, why they are not.

(iv) A monitoring and enforcement
program that summarizes Mitigation
measures.

(v) Date of issuance.

(vi) Signature of the Chairman.

(2) The contents of the draft ROD
proposed for Commission adoption
shall be summarized in the EDR and a
full version of the draft document shall
be included as an Appendix to the EDR.
The Draft ROD, independently of the
EDR, shall be made available to the
public for review fourteen (14) calendar
days prior to the Commission’s consid-
eration of the proposed action for
which the EIS was prepared.

(3) The Commission shall arrive at its
decision about the proposed action for
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which NCPC serves as the Lead Agency
and its environmental effects in a pub-
lic meeting of record as identified by
the Commission’s monthly agenda.

(b) If NCPC is not the Lead Agency,
following the Commission final ap-
proval of a project to which a ROD per-
tains, and consistent with the Federal
Agency’s NEPA regulations, NCPC
may take one of the following actions.
It may either co-sign the Lead Agen-
cy’s ROD following Commission ap-
proval of the project if NCPC agrees
with its contents and conclusions or it
shall prepare, sign, and sign and adopt
its own ROD in accordance with the re-
quirements of paragraphs (a)(1)
through (3) of this section.

(c) If the Commission determines a
Lead Agency’s EIS fails to support a
ROD, the Lead Agency shall revise its
EIS, or, alternatively, the Commission
shall not approve or give any further
consideration to underlying applica-
tion.

§601.26 Supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement.

(a) The NCPC shall prepare a supple-
mental EIS if five or more years has
elapsed since adoption of the EIS and:

(1) There are substantial changes to
the proposed action that are relevant
to environmental concerns; or

(2) There are significant new cir-
cumstances or information that are
relevant to environmental concerns
and have a bearing on the proposed ac-
tion or its impacts.

(b) The NCPC may supplement a
Draft or Final EIS at any time, to fur-
ther the purposes of NEPA.

(c) The NCPC shall prepare, cir-
culate, and file a supplement to a Draft
or Final EIS in in accordance with the
requirements of §§601.22 through 601.24
except that Public Scoping is optional
for a supplemental EIS.

(d) The NCPC shall prepare a ROD for
a Supplemental EIS. The ROD’s con-
tents, the procedure for public review,
and the manner in which it shall be
adopted shall be as set forth in §601.25.

§601.27 Legislative Environmental Im-
pact Statement.

(a) Consistent with 40 CFR1506.8, the

Executive Director shall prepare an

EIS for draft legislation initiated by
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